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This is the 2016 — 2017 Montana School Breakfast Report, Benefits of Breakfast
created by the Montana Food Bank Network (MFBN) using data
obtained from the Montana Office of Public Instruction (OPI). The
report examines access to and participation in the School
Breakfast Program across schools in Montana. Through data
analysis, we were able to discover trends and identify areas for
program improvement. Additionally, school and district level Test
data is available online at our new data portal Scores
https://mfbn.org/school-breakfast-program.
presents an opportunity for schools to enhance their breakfast
programs and reach more students who could benefit from this
program. In the following pages, we summarize important
findings from the data.
Nurses
Visits

Improved
Student
Success!

Breakfast is important for every student, every day. For that
reason, we focus our analysis on the average daily participation
(ADP) in breakfast programs at each school. Also, we look at ADP
for low-income students who participate in Free/Reduced Price
(FRP) meals and differences in ADP between age groups.

Since the 2015 - 2016 school year, the School Breakfast
Program has served 2% more meals, feeding an average of
1,494 more students per day. However, only 1in 4 students
utilize the School Breakfast Program in Montana. This

Absences/
Tardiness




Key Findings

Meals served through the School Breakfast Program
during the 2016 - 201/ school year. An increase of
5% (271,580 meals) from the previous school

year.

Of all schools that offer the National School Lunch
Program also participate in the School Breakfast
Program.

Schools that participate in the Community Eligibility
Provision (CEP). This is 80% of all eligible schools
with 11 joining since the prior school year. Meaning
23,431 students have access to free breakfast and
lunch, without the need for applications.

Of students at schools offering the School Breakfast
Program in Montana qualify to receive
Free/Reduced Price meals.

Students at schools offering school breakfast
participate in the program daily. That means an
average of 33,238 students eat breakfast at school
everyday.




The Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) has
allowed for tremendous growth in School
Breakfast Program utilization at Montana schools.
As of the 2016-2017 school year, there are 138
schools participating across 93 districts in
Montana. This is an increase of 11 schools from

| | . the previous year and encompasses 80 percent of
Schools qualify for GEP through their Identified all eligible schools.

Student Percentage (ISP). A school’s ISP is based on
SR R R R R e R OFP allows high poverty schools to serve meals at

free school meals through participation in another no charge to all students. This process streamlines
meal]s_-testec! program such as Supplemental administration for schools, reduces paperwork for
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). Schools or parents, and makes meals more accessible for all
districts with an ISP of at least 40% can participate RN
in CEP.

% Student Breakfast
Because CEP schools no longer collect Particination
Free/Reduced Price meal applications, they no All Schools P
longer have traditional Free/Reduced Price (FRP) e uy
rates. The FRP rate of a CEP school or district is 0

estimated using their ISP rate multiplied by 1.6, the CEP Schools

established factor used to translate an ISP rate to B B79%

an estimated FRP rate. This allows us to Non-CEP

approximate FRP breakfast participation at CEP N 1
schools. 0

The adoption of CEP has increased School Breakfast participation in
Montana tremendously, particularly at schools that implement
alternative serving models in conjunction with CEP.

School Breakfast Program School Breakfast Participation
P ' 45%

Meals Served
(in millions)
% of Students

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

School Year B FRP Students W All Students




What's Happening?

Research shows middle and high school
students feel more stigmatized by
participating in the School Breakfast
Program than elementary students. Older
students are more likely to express
dissatisfaction about the breakfast options,
lack of morning hunger, and not having
enough time as reasons for not utilizing
breakfast programs.

After the Bell

e Served in between classes or at
a break.

Grab & Go

e (sives students more flexibility on
when and where they eat.

In the Classroom
e Students eat during
morning announcements/check-in

What can schools do?

Making breakfast more enticing and
convenient for older students is key.
Using social marketing, increased
diversity in offerings, and alternative
serving methods can increase
participation.
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How did your school do this year?

Visit our new data portal

mfbn.org/school-breakfast-program

Measure to Display

o Highlight on the Map FEP % SBP Participation
Great Falls Elementary ‘Blank areas indicate no SBP in the district
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Mgg tBaa?]E This report was created by the Montana Food Bank Network with data supplied by the Montana

Office of Public Instruction. Fore more information about the report, contact MFBN at
Network 406.215.1771



https://mfbn.org/school-breakfast-program.

